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shows, in the intensity of the gentle minister
of Maiden, "a man of the beatitudes", how
the Puritan's emotion was turned white-hot
into this single channel, making all that he
wrote essentially a literature of religion.
This concentration upon the unseen world
produced one of the most commanding phil-
osophical intellects of all time. In Jonathan
Edwards, theologian, preacher, and writer,
were all the virtues and many of the faults
of Puritanism comprehended. Student and
tutor at Yale College, minister for twenty-
three years at Northampton, missionary to
the Indians near Stockbridge, President of
Princeton College, trader in sheep; such events
in Edwards* external life convey little of the
tragic drama of his mind. He was in youth a
precocious student of science and philosophy,
writing of spiders, of cosmic ether, and of the
natural laws of the fixed stars. Exact in
thought, precise in language, he showed in
both his preaching and his writing his relent-
less pursuit of ideas, in defiance of his age's
imperfect science and bigoted theology. Had
he but lived in another epoch, in another land
than Puritan New England, his logic might
have led him far into the philosophic light of
free minds. Even in the shadow of Calvinism
his thinking, we now know, took him on a
perilous way, toward conclusions which he
never dared proclaim. As it was, in eight-
eenth-century New England, he perceived,
distressed, the faith of his Congregational